
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Sermon on the Mount: Your Will Be Done, is rooted in the first major 

teaching of Jesus (chapters 5 - 7). Today’s sermon, Blessed?, is the second in the series and 

introduces us to the Beatitudes and invites us to consider the benefits of living with humility and 

vulnerability. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share the sermons 

based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, February 12: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  4:00 p.m. Gruene TX Mission Trip Meeting 

  5:00 p.m. Kids For Christ  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups  

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, February 13: 

 1:30 p.m. Sara Circle 

 6:00 p.m.      Mission Task Force Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, February 14: 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice 

     

 Wednesday, February 15: 

  2:00 p.m.  Growth Group  

  6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, February 16 : 

  7:30 p.m.     Contemporary Band Practice 

   

 Saturday, February 17: 

  9:00 a.m. McMurry Serves @ Garden 

 
COMING UP 

 

 Monday, February 20: Presidents’ Day 

                Church Office and Academy Closed 



We’ve a Story to Tell 
      The United Methodist Women’s theme for 2017 around the 

world is “We’ve a Story to Tell,” and this is certainly true of the 

UMW at Aldersgate. 

      Our annual Rummage Sale alone brings with it many stories. 

There are heroes and heroines. There is humor and inspiration. 

There are many, many hours of fellowship as volunteers work side 

by side to assure a successful outcome. Indeed, the Rummage Sale 

brings many good stories! 

      For three days, people come from all over Abilene in 

anticipation of wonderful bargains and hidden treasures. They come 

with friends, with their families and even alone to search for things 

on their lists. They are ready to find that perfect item that they 

didn’t know they needed or wanted. Few leave empty handed and 

many return for the last day of the sale, looking for even greater 

bargains. There is something for everyone, including baked goods, a 

hot lunch of beans and cornbread, and fresh baked pecan pies. WHAT MORE COULD YOU WANT!? 

Mark your calendars for October 5-7, so that you can play your part in the story. 

      And it is no small part. When the Rummage Sale draws to an end and the doors close for another year, 

hundreds of lives have been — or will be — touched in some way. In 2016, families found school clothes for 

their children and special toys for birthdays and Christmas. A young couple bought linens and art work for 

their new home, and teachers found items they could use in their classrooms. And the purchases are just 

part of the story. Through the funds raised in 2016, Aldersgate’s UMW gave funds to our missionary, Tara 

Goodloe, to complete what she needed to begin her work in Guatemala. Seed money was provided to build 

a safe playground for the children of the church and Aldersgate Academy. Seven Aldersgate ministries and 

missional efforts and seven community outreach organizations benefitted, as well. 

The truth is, we will never hear all of the stories that 

come from the UMW Rummage Sale, but we do know 

God will continue to lead us and that our story will 

continue to unfold, making a difference in the lives of 

others. — Katrina Robinson and Esther Owens, 

Rummage Sale Co-Chairs 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: 

Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 

2017 Aldersgate Rummage Sale – October 5-7 
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Prayer@Aldersgate: Meet Dorothy King 
      It is often said that news travels fast. Well, here at Aldersgate, 

prayer requests travel fast, too, thanks to the compassionate and 

attentive work of the person who oversees our email prayer 

ministry (via prayer@aldersgateabilene.org). As of January 19, that 

person is Dorothy King. Dorothy and her husband, Dave, have 

joined their son, Jason, and his wife, Rachel, and their beautiful 

children (J.D., Caroline, Adah and Margaret) in their commitment 

to growing and serving in this community of faith. Dorothy 

agreed to facilitate the prayer ministry because Jesus said that his 

house was to be called a house of prayer. (Matthew 21:13) “We are 

called to be intercessors for each other,” she said. “Prayer is one 

way that we connect and get to know God and also connect with each other.”  If you’d like to share 

a prayer request or be added to the list to receive the prayer requests via email, send a message to 

prayer@aldersgateabilene.org. Requests also may be sent to Dorothy at (325) 669-8555. And if you 

have not yet met Dorothy, please introduce yourself the next time you see her and thank her for her 

service! We also give great thanks to Barbara Owens for facilitating this ministry in the past and for 

the prayerful way that both of these servants of God live their lives.  — Amy Wilson Feltz 

Music: Spirit Wind 2017 
      One of the unique camps that the Northwest Texas Conference of the UMC operates is called 

Spirit Wind. This two-week experience for youth (9
th

 - 12th graders) invites young musicians to join 

a summer pick-up ensemble that features vocal and instrumental music. In celebration of our 40th 

anniversary, Spirit Wind will be featured at the ordination service of the NWTX Annual 

Conference in Lubbock in June. 

      It’s a personal pleasure to direct this ensemble. Youth from all over the conference and beyond 

join to share their talents and grow into their gifts. A retreat for the students takes place in February 

to allow us to get a jump on the music, and in 

June, we will stay at Ceta Canyon for a 5-day 

boot camp to finish our musical rehearsing. 

Auditions are still open, so if you or anyone 

you know is interested in participating in 

Spirit Wind, please call the church office (325-

672-7893) and leave me a message!  

   — David Wallis 



      Here at Aldersgate, we spend much of our time “in the world” in the four 

areas of our local mission field: McMurry University, Aldersgate Academy, 

Bowie Elementary School and our Neighborhood/Open Door Community 

Garden. God already is at work in this areas, of course, and it is so exciting to 

see the various ways that people in our mission field support one another.  

      Like on February 18th. That’s a Saturday. It is a day that members of our 

community had designated to work in our garden, doing some weeding and some planting and 

some general upkeep. It turns out that the 18th is also the date of the third annual McMurry Serves 

event, during which students and alumni of the university join in service around our city, our state 

and other parts of our country. Thanks to Alana Jeter, Aldersgate member and director of annual 

giving at McMurry, the Open Door Community Garden is now an official site of McMurry Serves 

2017! That means that from 9 a.m. to noon on February 18, participants of McMurry Serves and 

members from our congregation will join forces at South 19th and Amarillo Street to work in our 

garden, thereby continuing to express God love and grace in the neighborhood that surrounds our 

church building.  

      God indeed is at work in our garden. Three more keyhole gardens have been built in 

preparation for the spring (see the photo below), a designated meeting space is in the works and 

community events are being planned for the summer to give church members the chance to spend 

some time with each other and our neighbors. 

      All of this is possible as God works through people like you and me as we make ourselves 

available to be conduits of love and grace . . . and to get our hands dirty every once in a while! 

      If you are interested in learning more 

about the neighborhood/garden portion 

of our mission field, please contact me at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or 

at 325.660.5017. If you are interested in 

learning more about the McMurry Serves 

event, go to connect.mcm.edu or call 

(325) 793-4609. 

      What joy it is to connect and serve in 

our local mission field! Grace and Peace! 

mailto:amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org
http://connect.mcm.edu


Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $    21,256.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    21,256.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $    90,237.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $         687.00 

2017 Faith Promise Pledge =  $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      4,698.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Reed Justus 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 2.5.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second 

Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 

information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 203 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 182 

Sunday School = 187 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 




